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1, I ASSUME YOU HAVE NOTED RECENT EMBASSY CABLES 
(REFS B, C, AND D) REPORTING REACTIONS HERE TO UNFORTUNATE 
INCIDENT BETWEEN HIDALGO, TEXAS RANCH OWNER AND SPANISH 
SPEAKING FARM WORKERS ORGANIZED BY UFW, AND I KNOW YOU 
SHARE MY CONCERN THAT INCIDENT OF THIS SORT COULD VERY 
EASILY ERUPT INTO SERIOUS NEW DIFFICULTIES WITH GOM OVER 
MIGRANT MEXICAN LABOR QUESTION. IN THE PRESENT INSTANCE, 
GOM HAS SO FAR LIMITED ITSELF TO INSTRUCTING ITS CONSUL 
IN MCALLEN TO INVESTIGATE THE INCIDENT, OFFER AID TO THE 
VICTIMS, AND URGE PROSECUTION (REF D). 

2. 1 AM CONCERNED, HOWEVER, THAT IF THE MEXICANS 
SUCCEED IN DETERMINING THAT ANY OF THE VICTIMS WERE 
NATIONALS OF THIS COUNTRY WE WILL BE IN FOR ANOTHER SPATE 
OF RECRIMINATIONS REGARDING TREATMENT OF ALIEN WORKERS 
AND POSSIBLY RENEWED GOM PRESSURES FOR AN AGREEMENT OF 
SOME SORT TO PROTECT THEIR "HUMAN RIGHTS." 

3. IN THIS CONTEXT, I FIND IT MOST DIFFICULT TO 
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THE COMMISSION WHICH PRESIDENT FORD AGREED TO ESTABLISH 
DURING HIS TALKS WITH ECHEVERRIA ON THE BORDER LAST 
OCTOBER. THE LATEST WORD I HAVE ON THE COMMISSION CAME 
FROM ARA/MEX EARLY IN APRIL. TO THE EFFECT THAT THE 
COMMISSION HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED UNDER AN EXECUTIVE 
ORDER AND THAT CERTAIN FEDERAL AGENCIES HAD BEEN NAMED 
TO SIT ON IT, BUT THAT THE COMMISSION HAD NOT YET MET. 
(HOWEVER, A VISITING CHICANO LEADER RECENTLY TOLD US THAT 
THE COMMISSION HAD ALREADY SCHEDULED MEETINGS IN THE 
SAN DIEGO AREA-SEE REF . A). 

4. 1 AM CONVINCED THAT A COMMISSION OF THIS SORT, 

WORKING IN TANDEM WITH THE MEXICAN INTERSECRETARIAL 
COMMISSION, COULD DO MUCH TO DEFUSE INCIDENTS OF THE 
HIDALGO SORT - AS WELL AS SHEDDING BADLY-NEEDED LIGHT 
ON THE ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT PROBLEM GENERALLY. AT THE VERY 
LEAST, THE MERE EXISTENCE OF SUCH A COMMISSION WOULD 
HELP DEMONSTRATE OUR GOOD INTENTIONS WHEN IT COMES TO 
FENDING OFF RENEWED GOM PRESSURES ON THIS SUBJECT. 

5 . CONSEQUENTLY, I WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR ANYTHING 
YOU CAN DO TO SEE THAT THE COMMISSION IS FORMED AND 
STAFFED WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY, SO THAT IT CAN BEGIN TO 
ADDRESS THE PROBLEM BEFORE WE RE SWAMPED WITH IT AND 
ON THE DEFENSIVE AGAIN. 

JOVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: IMMIGRATION CONTROL, MIGRATORY WORKERS, COMMITTEES, BORDER INCIDENTS, CIVIL DISORDERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975MEXICO04694 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 88-1 1 1 7 
From: MEXICO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1975056/aaaaaeqp.tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: STADIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: STADIS 

Reference: 75 MEXICO 3654, 75 MEXICO 4602, 75 MEXICO 4653, 75 MEXICO 4693 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: WITHDRAWN <10 Jun 2003 by MorefiRH, INA>; RELEASED <30 JUN 2003 by MorefiRH>; RELEASED <30 Jun 2003 by MorefiRH>; 
APPROVED <01 OCT 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS: U.S. PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION 
TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, CVIS, MX, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



